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AI1C vun ug%» «Jthodist ohurch. To the right IS the old 
original part, ' ,- hile to the left is the ne^ aidition 


The old M. Ji. Church 
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DURBIll CHURCH 33 

H. Blackhurst, an ia. ii. preacher, was the first preacher 
to hold services in the town of Durbin. ‘xhese first services 
were held in a tent. The next year Charlie curtis built a 
blacksmith shop and let them use that as a place of worship. 

in the year of 1904 Albert VanDevender, J -nlo’r pastor 
under John W. McNeil of the ureenbank circuit, came to Durbin 
. . and organized an m. South class of the following members: 

Charles c. burner-from iravelers Hepose 

bettie burner-" " " 

Peter D. Arbogast-" ” " 

Hodie Arbogast-" n " 

Willis Wilmoth-•’ •’ 

1» T . B. Arbogast- " •* 

•Charles W. Arbogast-" Greenb&nk 

Maggie Arbogast-" " 

Mary Arbogast- " " 

Andrew w. Oliver-" Cass 

biaud Oliver -" " 

Thomas «• Keirns-” " 

Virginia bird - " 

Link Burner, nathew iielley, i^rs. a* M. Pingley, Roberto 
burner, c. G. Sutton, onrrie button, Annie L. Sodes, 

2dna Cassell, Mannie b. ilelley, Janos folks, Elizabeth folks," 
Mary f olks and Mith f'olks. 

Since there were both M. b. and 2* South members and 
the town was small, it was dedided that they would go together 
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auA build one church to be used by both denominations, bo b lot 
was secured from John t. Uoliraw nnd the church rna built. It wan 
not long, however, until the 1.1. 15. preacher vent there one nornihg 
to preach and found the door looked from the inside, iherefore, 
bn April 3, l‘J07 a lot was bought from John T. Motfrew and a deed 
was given to F. C. Hiner, James hider, Thomae u. helms, a. Vi* 
ueirns, B. V, . Unger, and L. Simmons, trustees of the 11. E. Church. 

On UaJ 3, l‘J10 the 14. 15. jouth members bought from 
John T. UcUraw l for he owned all Durbin) and built a Parsonage. 

This deed was giVen to P. 14. Yeager, ^yer Cum, B. Arbogest, 

Andrew k. Oliver, F. E. Uoore, rt. Q. Burr end u. B. Carpenter, 
Trustees of the parsonage. 

xhe deed for the 1!. S. parsonage was given oept. 28,1912 
to James a. Ellinger, ft. W. Marshall and Austin aotti ghan,trustees. 

Prom 1907 until 1939 these churches remained separate, 
but in 1939 Or. D. L. Snyder was sent to the circuit to unite the 
two congregations. The union took place in November of that year. 

oince the M. 15. South church was the larger and better 
church, they decided to remodel It into a united church, so the 
M. E. church was sold for $300. and the parsonage for $1300. and 
thie money applied to the now addition. * basement and Sunday 
school rooms has been built at a cost of around *10,000. 

There are 267 members, about 50>e of them having been 
transferred from the is. 3. Church, “ne board of trustees has been 
appointed to take the place of the four separate boards. They are'- 
n. o. Banton, Mrs, A. E. Burner, b. Hoover, C. Forrest Hull, 
Mona Hull, ^race Eisner, Odith Lambert, T. F. Lambert, c. c. Mack, 



t.tty Porg, Mrs. Max Poaoov.r, 

Mrs. WattB ■ ; ; oto,:a8> i8omy “«- 

atts, urn. J. L. Williams, June 

atev.art, Ralph Passatt, and nodrlck uromer. 

Jder. himaelf , l8 acting as Supt. until the union la 

completed. 


xhe Adult Division Supt. is Mrs. j. 1 . WiHiama . 
xoung Peoples Division Supt. Mrs. Max Poscover 
Childrens division oupt. Mrs. vt. V.’. Hoover 
uredle Roll Division oupt. Mrs. jithel nexrode 
Mrs. H.m. Widney is the .President of the Womens Society 
of Christian Service, with 65 members, iirs. Liax foscover is the 
-resident of the Girls Standard Hearers missionary society, with 
25 members. 


Dr. Snyder is a grand organizer and he has gotten then 
together in a fine harmony. Home think he made a mistake hy 
appointing himself os the oupt. instead of some one in the 
membership. They are afraid that when he leaves that there will 
be trouble over the selection of a oupt. 


note-I promised not to have included in the history 
this little incident, but it is so humorous that I am going to 
relate it, only pleas do not put it in the book. It was Andy 
'Jliver who locked the church against the 11. members, he went 


into the church and locked it on the inside then undertook to climb 
out window, ne disloged the window stick and the window 


